CHEMISTRY RISK ASSESSMENT FORM

Note: This risk assessment is only a suggested format. It is the responsibility of any person intending to carry out the experiment to ensure that the information contained in it is accurate, complete, up to date and that it is appropriately adapted for their own particular circumstances.

Title of Experiment: 1.3i[2] – The reaction of lithium with water
Summary of procedures and possible non-chemical hazards:

· Reaction of lithium metal (0.05 g) with water and collection of liberated hydrogen.

· Glass cuts from forced glassware

Substances being used or made:

Substance



Hazard

Disposal

Lithium metal



Highly flamm.
W1, W5






Corrosive

Hydrogen gas


Extreme flamm.
W6

Lithium hydroxide aq

Corrosive

W1, W5

Control measures to be used:

· Eye protection and lab coats to be worn at all times.

· No naked flames in case of hydrogen ignition.

· Technician to pre-cut appropriate sized pieces of lithium metal (0.055 g max).

· Gloves to be worn when handling lithium

Communication to students:

· Eye protection and lab coats are to be worn at all times.

· Resultant solution is corrosive. Avoid contact with skin and wash to waste with plenty of water.

· Do not force bung into side arm test tube.

Sources of information: CLEAPSS Hazcards 2007
Document date: February 2008

Checked by:………………………………………. Date:……………………………..
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